
 
 

Message from the Board 
March 2021 

 
 

Dear West Shore Members: 

 

Well here we are once again at the dawn of another golf season, but just like last year, 2021 will prove to 

be much different than any other year. Different from last year though, 2021 begins with much more hope 

and a light at the end of this long tunnel we have all experienced. In 2020 West Shore provided a much 

needed outlet to the membership. We were able to enjoy much needed time in the sun, time spent with 

friends and time away from the stresses of work and life that Covid 19 brought upon us all. Well I am sure 

that West Shore will again in 2021 provide all of the same outlets plus much more. My hope is that by the 

time golf season really roars back to life around Memorial Day we would have all had the chance to 

receive a vaccine for Covid and many of the restrictions that we have been living with will be in our 

rearview mirror. And if that is the case, we are planning for a full schedule of tournaments and events! Of 

course, all of this comes with a disclaimer... you all know what I mean, but for those of you that know me, I 

am a glass half FULL kind of guy!!! So here's to 2021!! But before we get into the new season, let me take 

a minute to look back at some important things that happened over the winter.  

 

First and foremost you will see a new face around West Shore this spring, and that new face is Evan 

Herman, our new Head Superintendent! Evan was hired in January to take over for Jim Houston, our 

Head Super for over 29 years. Jim is not going far though.  As a thank you for all of the hard work and 

loyal years of service to WS, Jim was given a 5 year membership to WS. Jim also has also 

graciously worked with Evan on the transition and will continue to assist Evan when needed as the 

season begins. Thank you again Jim!!!  

 

Evan was chosen unanimously by our search committee after interviewing four extremely qualified 

candidates. Evan comes to WS with a wealth of knowledge and experience, having been most recently 

the Head Superintendent of the North Course at Detroit Golf Club, the home of the PGA Event- Rocket 

Mortgage Classic. Evan has been very busy since starting in January. He and his staff have done 

extensive tree work on the course removing trees that were either dead, dying or had been attacked by 

our deer population. He has also made major changes to the 12 tee box area, removing pines behind the 

tee that have proved to be a nuisance to that tee. The board was very excited to hire Evan and we are 



looking forward to the season working with him.  Please take the time to introduce yourself and welcome 

Evan into the WS family! 

 

Over winter we also completed two very important and extensive renovation projects at West Shore, one 

project that you may not see at first glance and the second that you will most certainly see.. The first 

project was an addition to our bag room. With membership continuing to grow to levels not seen in many 

years, we had a pressing need of much more room for storage in the bag room area. The addition was a 

room off the south wall of the main bag room. We added approximately 300 additional square feet of 

storage space, which will free up the staff to add many more bags in our original room.  

 

The second project was the bar and restaurant. What started as a small project to remove smoke eaters 

from the restaurant ceiling, turned into a full-fledged remodel of the restaurant and bar area! Believe me 

when I tell you this, you will not recognize the area once you set foot into it! That old and tired wallpaper 

has been replaced with a bright bead board, walls and pillars have all been painted and updated. Exit 

signs have been replaced, light fixtures updated and new carpeting!! Yes, I know some of you probably 

had a soft spot for the 1970s floral pattern, but sorry, it's been replaced with updated wear 

resistant beautiful carpet! The project is 95% done, the last step being one final surprise you will be 

seeing in just a few weeks.   

 

So I would be remiss if I didn't name some of our members and staff that donated so much of their time 

and energy into these projects. Bob Pettry, Dan Whaley, Joe Wilson Sr, Dennis Springstead, Ryan 

Graham, Joey Wilson, EK... They all worked very very hard on both of these projects and frankly saved 

the club a TON of money by doing that. These projects were completed mostly at just the expense of 

material.  So please take a moment to thank these members and staff for all of their work over the winter, 

it is truly very appreciated!  

 

Lastly, we need to thank Rob Ryan. Rob was the donor that completed the new bar and restaurant 

renovation with the purchase of our new carpeting. The WS board thanks Rob from the bottom of our 

hearts! Rob is always there for our WS family when we need something, he is always talking with Joey 

about how we can make WS better for all of us. So please take the time to thank Robbie!! For you 

Robbie... Up Up to the Shore!!!  

 

Here's to a great 2021 Season!!!  

 

Brian Kromrei  

Vice President - West Shore Golf Club 


